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TOKYO, Oct 23 (Reuters) - Japan could weaken its target for a 25 percent cut in greenhouse gas
emissions by 2020 if all major emitters do not reach agreement on an ambitious global climate
pact, the environment minister said on Friday. "The possibility is not zero," Sakihito Ozawa told
Reuters in an interview, but declined to say what alternative target Japan had in mind.

"As environment minister, | want to go ahead with this pledge, but the government announced it
with a precondition at the United Nations (climate change summit last month) so of course it
could change."

Japan's government pledged the emissions reduction target, based on 1990 emission levels,
when it took power last month, aiming to play a bigger role in U.N.-backed climate talks in
Copenhagen in December.

But it has said the target is premised on a deal on ambitious goals being agreed by major
emitters, including China and the United States.

Ozawa said Japan was prepared to offer substantial new funds for developing countries to help
them fight climate change, but said it would be difficult to present details of its new funding
initiative by the time of a U.N. negotiating session in early November. (Reporting by Chisa
Fujioka; Editing by Michael Watson)
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The choice of a stabilization level implies the balancing of the risks of climate change (risks of
gradual change and of extreme events, risk of irreversible change of the climate, including risks
for food security, ecosystems and sustainable development) against the risk of response
measures that may threaten economic sustainability.
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“We recognise the broad scientific view that the increase in global average temperature above
pre-industrial levels ought not to exceed 2°C.” (& (&, EFILLBTIOKEN L DHEHREEXRDFE
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“We recognize the scientific view that the increase in global average temperature above
pre-industrial levels ought not to exceed 2 degrees C.” (&< 3. EELEUAIOKENDHASL
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In fact, using the Review's methodology, more than half of the estimated damages “now and
forever” occur after the year 2800.
the Review would justify reducing per capita consumption for one year today from $6600 to
$2900 in order to prevent a reduction of consumption from $87,000 to $86,900 starting two
centuries hence and continuing at that rate forever after.
H# - W. Nordhaus, “A Question of Balance, Weighing the options on global warming policies”, Yale
University Press 2008 pp. 182-183



